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Calendar 
April 6   First Christian Church (Missions Workshop)   cancelled                  Meridian MS 
April 11-13  WeekEnd of Compassion    Nashville, TN 
April 15-17  Oregon Regional Assembly    Eugene OR 
April  19    Wedding, Andrew Novikoff, Melissa Moffut   Seattle WA 
April  19-22            Chaplain Arne MacFarlane Family     Spanaway, Tacoma, WA 
 April 25   Return home     Savannah GA 
May 25   First Christian Church  (preach)    Savannah GA 
June 19-29   Mission Trip      Moscow, Tambov, Kotovsk  Russia 
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Romans 12:1-2 
NIV 
 
Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is 
your  spiritual act of 
worship.  Do not con-
form any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to 
test and approve what 
God’s will is—His good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 
 
 
 

GETTING AROUND THIS WORLD! 
 

 One of the privileges as President of an organi-
zation like the Mission for Biblical Literacy is the op-
portunity to visit places and meet people that I otherwise 
could not.  When I have to be out of the USA, I cannot 
take my wife Margot with me because of her disability.  
But the opportunity for both of us exists if it is a visit to 
another state in our beautiful country. 
 Last February, Margot and I took part in the 
275 year celebration of the Christ Church, the mother 
church of Savannah  Georgia.  We were privileged to 
hear the Rt Rev John A.M.Guernsey, the Church of  

Uganda Bishop for  congregations in America.  Brother John is a strong evangelical 
preacher and well versed in the Bible.   I had the  privilege to visit with him at the Oyster 
Roast celebration that followed the morning worship service where I shared the MBL 
story with him. (picture on page 2).  Bishop Guernsey serves a parish in Wood-
bridge,Virginia .  
 
Then, in April, we took part in the WeekEnd of Compassion that was held in Nashville 
TN.  There we listened to the many representatives of churches and agencies that re-
ported their work of Christian Humanitarian  services throughout the world.  It was a 
pleasure to also have a personal visit with Johnny Wray, President of the Week of Com-
passion and also to visit with Amy Gopp. Johnny and Amy have provided excellent  
leadership to WOC.  And of course, on such occasions one will run into a close friend 
who also was  studying at Phillips Theological Seminary back in the early ‘60s. I refer to 
Rev Lucian Lee Jr. of Meridian MS (picture on page 7) 
 
A few days later we flew on to Oregon where we attended the Regional Assembly of 
Christian Churches held at the Northwest Christian College in Eugene.  There, I had set 
up the MBL display  to share the work of MBL with those in Oregon who support the 
work of our mission.   It was also a privilege to meet the new President of the Northwest 
Christian College (picture on page 7) and also to see and visit again with Mrs. Ruth Ki-
stler (picture on page 7,) who with her late husband Gilbert worked alongside of Dr. 
Roger N. Carstensen when he taught at the Northwest Christian College. 
 
We  left the Oregon Assembly before it was concluded so that we would have time to 
drive on to Seattle to attend the wedding of our youngest son Andrew and his beautiful 
(cont on page  7)...  
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Dear Partners, 
 
 I just returned from a trip to a place called Wa Wa Latin.  It is a little 
pueblo that houses about 15 houses.  It is right on the side of a little 
creek that is called Wa Wa Latin; thus the name of the pueblo. 
 
 We traveled for over 21 hours on a little cargo boat to reach the 
mouth of one creek called Pajaratin where we had to enter another 
small dugout boat to travel up that creek to reach the mouth of Wa 
Wa Latin.  Then we traveled up the Wa Wa Latin creek fof about 2 
hours to reach the comarca or village.  The comarca has no church.  
A pastor I met about two years ago in mountains by the name of Pas-
tor Santo Urbina has moved his family to this place to begin a 
church.  We took in bibles, medicine, and the Jesus Film to minister 
to the people there.  The people met us with open arms.  There are so 
many needs there.  But the main need is spiritual.  Out of the 15, only 
one had a bible and that was the home of the pastor. 
 
 Another of the great needs we saw was a need for transportation.  
When we were ready to leave after a few days there, the only trans-
portation was a borrowed boat with two borrowed paddles.  It took us 
about 3 hours to paddle to the mouth of the Pajaratin to catch the 
cargo boat and spend 21 hours returning to Rama.  It was a hard trip 
but one that was truly worthwhile. So many things were accom-
plished.  We ministered with medicine, made sure that all of the 
homes have Bibles, and more importantly showed the people that 
Jesus was concerned about them and loved them. 
 
 The day I returned to Rama, I had to go to Managua to buy tires for 
our truck.  In addition to the tires, we purchased a little 4 HP Yamaha 
outboard motor for the pastor to use in Wa Wa Latin.  There are more 
little comarcas in the areas he can reach with this piece of equipment.  
He now has this motor in his hands and has returned to his home 
where he will be able to reach many people who would otherwise be 
unreachable with the love of Jesus. 
 
 Thank you so much for your giving and for your prayers.  You are 
equal partners with us.  You were a part of this trip as well as all of 
our travels in the work of our Lord.  Again, thank you.  As always I 
am:        Amazed by Him,                                                       Thom 

  

 
This is a mother who brought her little 
girl to us as we were preparing to leave 
the comarca for home.  Her little girl 
had had diarrhea for a number of days.  
She was so worried about her and had 
nothing with which to help her.  She 
begged us with tears in her eyes to help 
her.  We prayed for her and gave her 
medicine. The people in Wa Wa Latin 
have nothing, but we were able to offer 
them HOPE, a HOPE that is in Jesus. 

      Pastor Santo and his family. 

From page one 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Bishop John A.M. Guernsey & John Novikoff            Conversation at lunch - WeekEnd of Compassion   
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Work Report of the Center for Biblical Literacy in Moscow, Russia January-March 2008 
Witnessing of God to people through publishing and distributing of the “Sestra” Magazine  
In the beginning of the year we sent 400 letters to our former subscribers reminding them of subscription to Sestra. As a 
result of this effort we got 615 extra readers of the magazine for this quarter.  We continued working on the first issue of 
Sestra which came from print on the planned day – March 25. One of our subscribers in Moscow Natalia Bogdanova, a 
doctor, sent us her poems for publication and a story of her witnessing of her faith to colleagues and patients with the help 
of the Sestra magazine. 
 
 Natalia Demina, a writer from St. Petersburg, sent for publication her short stories of her childhood experience. She grew 
up in the communist time and had pretty severe circumstanses in her family where both the Bolsheviks (atheists) and be-
lievers were presented. She came to faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
 Also in this issue we put a story of a correspondence between Masha, an orphan teen-age girl, and Anastasia Barashkova, 
our columnist (who learned of her own adoption only when she became a teenager). This article gives a wonderful idea of 
how one person may make friends through being a pen pal with a child growing without a family and be of help and en-
couragement. 
  
One of the stories, written by Tatyana Pchelova is about Svetlana Russkaya, a professional singer, giving a concert of 
evangelical music in one of the prestigious concert halls in Moscow. 
 
"The Angel of Amsterdam" - story of Alida Boshardt, a Salvation Army officer, who devoted her life to Christ and minis-
try first to Jewish orphans during the World War 2 and later to prostitutes in the district of "red lights" in Amsterdam. She 
received the highest award of Israel for her heroic efforts in saving hundreds of Jewish children, deserved a prize “The 
Amsterdamer of the Year” and her wax statue was made for Madame Tussauds museum in Amsterdam. Her faithfulness 
let her become a witness for Christ to many thousands of people in Holland and be accepted by the Queen, the Mayor and 
ordinary people. 
  
An article in the column “Faith and Science” is about whether there are other inhabited universes like Earth. In the article 
there is a survey and analysis of what Russian and western scholars have recently investigated about other worlds. But for 
us it is important what the Bible says about it. Definitely it says about only one more unusual place that is beyond our 
human understanding  – the Heavenly Kingdom.       -  Submitted by Galina Obrovets 

     **The Roger Carstensen Endowment fund  
          stands at $ 107,576.32  (Dec 31, 2007) 
 
2007 Income Received 
 
 Carstensen Fund      100.00 **
 General Fund    21,896.21 
 Israel Mission        00.00 
 Latin Amer/PI      4917.48 
 Haiti Mission     2,255.00 
 Refunds                    00.00 
 Russian Mission 68,579.84 
 Study Materials 
Total    97,648.53
   
 
Program Expense     
    
             Israel Mission   
           Nicaraguan Mission 21,032.60 
           Russian Mission  82,393.55 
           Haiti Mission   628.05 
 
Total      104,054.20 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Betsy Haun 
 
On September of 2007, 
Ms. Betsy Haun departed 
for Russia for the purpose 
of teaching art to the chil-
dren in Tambov and at 
Kotovsk. All this was at 
the invitation of the Tam-
bov Christ the Savior 
Church.   First Christian 
Church of Savannah GA 

sponsored Betsy’s mission.  
During the Christmas holi-
days, Betsy returned to 
Kansas to enjoy Christmas 
with her mother and other 
family members.   
 
When she returned to Rus-
sia to continue her mis-
sionary work, she was no-
tified that she could not 
register her passport.  A 
new law had gone into 
effect and  she had one 
week to leave Russia.  She 
will be eligible to return in 
6 months.  
 
Meanwhile, keep Betsy in 
your prayers as she has a 
heart for missions and 
wants to serve her Lord. 
through her art work  
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Teaching and equipping the body of Christ     In January Irina Kabanova, our Bible counselor and educator, led two 
workshops for women. One – in Moscow for ten Armenian women on the topic “Bible Principles of Communication in the 
Family”. And another one for 35 women in Rybinsk (on the Volga River) on the topic “What the Bible Teaches of Being a 
Wise Parent”. 
 
 In February Galina spoke at a prayer conference for 40 women and a workshop for ten people in the Moscow Region 
(Oktyabrsky Village near Moscow) where she presented the Sestra magazine and the ministry of the MBL. 
 
 In March Irina Kabanova led a series of five Sundays workshops for 56 participants on the topic “Christian Family in the 
Contemporary World”. On March 15 Irina also led a workshop for fifteen Christian and non-Christian women in the town 
of Dmitrov, Moscow Region. The purpose was to share Christian witness and faith. One of the women started attending an 
evangelical church 
in Rostov Veliky of the Yaroslavl Region  (400 km north of Moscow) Irina led a workshop for 37 women on the topic of... 
(cont below) 

(Teaching and equipping...   cont) 
 
...“What the Bible Teaches of Being a Wise Parent”.   
 
Among them were three unbelievers, two of them work as 
counselors in the kindergarten, and one as a teacher of a 
public school. The teacher wrote in her response note: 
“What I have heard at the workshop is totally new for me, 
just opening a new world. I am planning to invite the parents 
of my students at school and share with them all the materi-
als and knowledge I got here. Thank you. I look at Chris-
tians now by new eyes”. 
 
 On March 29 Galina was invited to speak at a conference 
on the “The Deeds of Mercy in the Contemporary Russia” 
where she presented the Sestra magazine and spoke of  
evangelical churches and individuals involved in charitable 
and humanitarian projects. The conference took place in  
Moscow in the Kuria of the Catholic church and gathered  

Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant believers active in social 
ministry (see pictures above).  
   
Writing a Bible study manual and a student book for 
teenage orphans in Russia 
 
At the Center during this quarter we continued working on 
creating the first ever manual for teenage orphans. The pur-
pose is to give our students Biblical view on God’s purpose 
for our life, the beauty of creation, what the Scripture says 
about getting to know God and have eternal life with Him, 
God’s beautiful view of relationship between man and 
woman.  
 
 We have completed three lessons of the five planned. And 
we are planning to complete it by the summer to use at our 
Mission trip.  
 
Galina Obrovets 

 
L. Galina speaks to a 

participants at “The 
Deeds of Mercy in 
Contemporary Rus-
sia” conference in 
Moscow. 

 
R. A worker hands out 

teaching materials 
at a workshop for 
women. 

 
 
L. Marina  shows off  
baby Sasha to Vladimir 
Obrovets (not in picture) 
 
 
R.  Participants at the 
“Deeds of Mercy Con-
ference”, an ecumenical 
gathering of Christians. 
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Dear Partner: 
 
 Today I want to introduce you to two children I met while visiting a little school here on the Atlantic coast 
of Nicaragua.  Elvia and Dervin Gaitan are brother and sister.  They live an hour from their school, La 
Fonseca Cano Zapata #1.  Elvia is eight years old and her brother is six.  They live alone with their father.  
He “makes a living” by chopping with a machete.  He will make about 40 cordobas a day or about $2.00.  
He is partially paralyzed and must either kneel down or sit down to do his work.  The children’s mother 
died a year ago of leukemia.  Elvia says she remembers her mother well.  “I remember my mother holding 
me in her arms and crying and telling me how she was so sad that she was going to have to leave me and 
my brother.”  She tells this as a matter of fact and not real emotional.  In her own way she knows this fact 
will not change. 
 
 Elvia and Dervin’s teacher, Sra. Mariana Zorros, went to visit the home about 4 months ago to see how 
the family was doing.  When she arrived Elvia met her at the door of the house and showed her in.  The 
house was spotless and everything was in its place.  An eight-year-old girl had taken responsibility of 
keeping house, washing the clothes, ironing, and cooking the meals for the family.  Sra. Mariana told me 
also that the children always had their homework and were always on time for school. 
  
While not all of the children will have this kind of responsibility of the whole family, it is not unusual for 
children to not have a childhood.  Nicaragua is known as the country of invisible kids because they have 
such a responsibility to begin to work as very young children.  That is why we feel it is so very important 
to help the children now with an education both physically and spiritually.   
 
 We visit schools with materials such as pencils, paper, crayons and books to help them to learn to read 
using the Bible as part of the text.  So while learning to read they also learn that Jesus loves them.  We also 
take a generator, a DVD player, amplifier, and video projector to show a children’s Christian program 
called “Lugar Secreto” (The Secret Place).  We want more than anything else to teach them about the love 
Jesus has for them.  We want to be that physical “touch” that shows them someone cares.  We want to see 
that hopelessness in their eyes change to a look of hopefulness.  That hope can only come through a faith 
in Jesus. 
 
 You are a part of that “Touch.”   You are carrying that message of Hope.  You are truly an equal partner 
with us in this ministry.  We could not be reaching these precious ones without your help.  Thank you so 
much for your prayers and your giving.  As always, I am:                                        
 
 Amazed by Him,      Thom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Dervin and Elvia Gaitan               Class room students pose for the camera 
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HAITI WITH SALLY HAAS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello all,                   Nurse Carmel introduces bible story books to kids 
  
Three ladies from Peachtree Christian Church and I just returned from Haiti.  Sudden political unrest 
shortened our visit, but we got a very clear view of how difficult everyday life is in Haiti.  Both adults 
and children need our help now more than ever.  Please pray they are granted their request for rea-
sonably priced food. If denied, the weak among them will be the first to suffer; many of these will be 
children.  We are extremely grateful that we were able to deliver our gifts of 160 Bible storybooks 
and 100 pounds of powdered milk. We video taped Father Valdema introducing our books to his stu-
dents and teaching them about the Bible.  Mothers received the milk for their children during their 
visit to the nutrition clinics.  

Our exciting new project in Haiti is called 
“Lespwa Timoun”, Hope for Children.  We visited 
the site where ground has been broken for this 
large children’s clinic designed to serve those 
who can not afford to go elsewhere.  The clinic 
will serve as the headquarters for our Nutrition 
Program that prevents children from dying of mal-
nutrition prior to age five.  All childhood vaccines 
will be offered.  Classes for teenagers and adults 
will be held in AIDS education, family planning 
and hygiene.  Community Health Workers will 
receive training here as well.  The center will also 
be used by numerous medical teams visiting from 
the US. 
  
Nurse Carmel and her husband Father Valdema 
were interviewed at the construction site of the 
“Hope for Children” clinic.  They explained that 
construction has stopped due to lack of 
funds.  You can see the foundation of the building 
has begun as well as the security wall surround-
ing the 3.5 acres.  Every cinder block is made my 
hand using a wooden mold.  No earthmoving 
equipment is available.  Simple shovels, sand, 
rock and hand bent rebar combined with old fash-
ioned manpower will one day make this dream a 
reality.  Please help us finish this clinic so we can 
start saving more lives.  “MBL” and  
the children of Haiti would appreciate your sup-
port.       Sally  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
Two young girls peer over story books 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Kay Johnson photographs new site of the clinic. 
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Wedding Bells (cont from page one) 
bride Melissa.  This wedding that took place at their home and though I did not officiate, I had the privilege to 
provide a prayer of Blessing to the newlyweds.  The wedding was well attended by family and friends   who all 
showered the couple with wedding gifts and their congratulations.  May God guide them through the journey of 
marriage and help them to grow together in His Grace.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Andrew before the wedding   Cutting of the cake            Margot, John, Melissa, & Andrew 
 

Rev Lucian Lee Jr at WKendOC             L-R   John with  Dr. James Bradford,                  Mrs. Ruth Kistler  John Novikoff 
        and Dr. David W. Wilson  President, NWCC 
      

  
    Pictures from Haiti,  WKend OC, Oregon, and the wedding of Andrew and Melissa 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Father Valena rejoices as he shows off story bibles  A Haitian mother receives powder milk 
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The Mission for Biblical Literacy 
1580 Peachtree St. NE 
Atlanta GA 30309-2435 
 
 
“ Opening the Bible in other lands” 
 
Phone  404 806 1485    cell 912 308 8277 

Please cut along this line>………………………………………………………………………………………< 
 
Dear   John  
 
 
I want to support the work of the Mission for Biblical Literacy in Russia, Armenia, Nicaragua and Haiti. 
Therefore I want to pledge the following contribution to do my part 
 
I am pleased to provide ______$35______$50________$100.______$250_________other_________ 
to support  the  mission  programs of MBL. 
 
  
   All contributions are tax deductible 
 
Name__________________________________  Address__________________________________________ 
 
City________________________State______ZIP___________Email________________________________ 
 
 
Please send your gift to:  The Mission for Biblical Literacy 
    1580 Peachtree St.     
    Atlanta  GA 30309-2435 


