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Romans 12:1-2 
NIV 
 
Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is 
your  spiritual act of 
worship.  Do not con-
form any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to 
test and approve what 
God’s will is—His good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 
 
 
 

Calendar  
 June 19-29  Mission Trip  (Cancelled)   Moscow, Tambov, Kotovsk  Russia 
July 17-27   Mission Trip     Moscow, Tambov, Kotovsk, Russia 
Aug 20-25   Russian Molokan Church Visit    LaHabra CA 
Sep 9   Haiti Children’s choir     Atlanta GA 
Oct 16-22   Moscow Women’s Conference    Moscow Russia 
Nov 16-18   Regional Assembly     St. Simon’s Island GA 
Nov ?TBA                   MBL Annual Meeting,     Atlanta GA 

  l-John Novikoff with Sherzod dur-
ing Bible study time in Kotovsk 
 
    ITS NEVER TO LATE TO LEARN! 
A few weeks ago I was reading   
the Epistle to the Romans, chap-
ter 16. As all good Bible students 
know, this epistle is known as the 
“prison epistle” because Paul 
writes from the  prison in Cor-
inth.  His letter is written to the 
church in Rome giving them his 
teaching on the Righteousness of 
God as revealed through the Sal-
vation plan of God.   
 

His writing concludes with greetings to the church brethren of the Church of Rome.  So, as 
one reads the many salutations that Paul offers from vs 1-16, the reading reminds one of the 
many “begats” that we find throughout the book of Genesis and also in Matthew.  The ten-
dency is to skip over the many greetings and go on to conclude the chapter. 
 
Yet, there are a couple of important “greetings” that I had seen before.   How did I miss it 
since I have read and preached from this epistle a number of times?  Well, it is never too late 
to learn -right? 
 
Note that Paul asks the church to greet Andronicus and Junius.  He calls them his kinsman.  
Maybe these were relatives of Paul.  And he mentions that they too were prisoners like him 
in the past.   In verse 13 he calls Rufus’s mother his own. He points out that they were out-
standing among the Apostles.  Obviously, they were evangelists since we know that there 
were only 12 Apostles.  But what makes this greeting all the more interesting is that Paul 
mentions that they were Believers before his conversion on the road to Damascus! 
 
I think (really a guess)  that Paul was influenced by Andronicus and Junius.  In the Greek 
language, the name Junius could be in the feminine gender.  So, this could have been the 
wife of Andronicus but that too, is only a guess on my part.  But more important is the 
thought that these two relatives of Paul may have spent a lot of time talking to him about the 
lord long before his encounter with Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus.  Andronicus and 
Junius had to be real brave folks to minister to the madman Saul.  It could even be that Saul 
may have been responsible for throwing them into prison.  Who needed that kind of a rela-
tive?  Saul did!  They may have made a big differenced in Saul’s (Paul) life.  J. Novikoff 
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OUR  GROUP IN KOTOVSK 

Katya Kabonova is on the left, I am in the front center kneeling, 
Anna Nerkararyan is in the second row behind me. Directly behind 
her on the left is Tanya Stepushuk and next to her is Alyona Yurk-
ova.  In the back row to the right is Heyward Gignilliat.  Absent 
from this picture is Galina Obovets and Irina Kabonova. 
 
This was not a large group of kids but they were very special.  Spe-
cial because they have physical and mental disabilities and special 
because these are the kids that God loves very much.  Our mission 
was to let them all know how much God loves them since God’s 
love is best illustrated through the finished work of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. This orphanage in Kotovsk Russia is located 
about 300 miles south of Moscow near the city of Tambov. This was 
our team’s second visit to this site though last year we did not spend 
all of our time at the orphanage. 
 
Upon our arrival in Kotovsk on July 20th, we found that the weather 
was very hot. You might wonder why the kids are wearing scarves 
and knitted caps?  As you might guess, the group posed to show off 
the gifts of scarves and caps that they had received from the USA.  
Thanks to Mrs. Helene Levenson of Christ Church (Anglican) in 
Savannah who organized a “scarf-knitting brigade” and Mrs. Lois 
Cain of the Cresthill Baptist Church who with another member 
knitted the caps.  In all, 67 scarves and 132 caps were brought along 
with other gifts provided by friends of Christ Church and MBL.  
Also, a business man in Moscow provided Anna Nerkararyan with 
several hundred dollars enabling her to buy gifts for the kids.  Be-
cause most of the kids were boys and only three were girls, Anna 
shopped   in Kotovsk to provide suitable clothes and other gifts for 
them. Christ Church and MBL also provide $4800 for furnishings to 
upgrade their residential area to make it more “homelike”. 
 
While our team of eight  provided recreation, games, music, skits, 
bible lessons and crafts we also learned that we were learning as 
much if not more than they.  That is one of the valuable aspects of 
short term missions. Those of us who go on these trips have our 
“eyes opened “ in a way that changes us to be more effective stew-
ards of our Christian experience. We never close our program week 
without offering the kids a chanced to welcome our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  As a result, there were 12 who raised their hands  and 
seven of them came forward to confess His Name.  Interestingly 
enough there was a young pretty girl, Anya who looked much more 
mature for her age and was also dating a young man from the vil-
lage. She also stepped forward and then confessed Christ as her 
personal Savior to Heyward who prayed with her.    
 
As it was, we were departing that evening back to Moscow.  At the 

train station, Katya came and mentioned to me that she overheard a 
conversation between Anya and her boyfriend.  He was angry as she 
told him that she no longer would carry on her unhealthy relation-
ship with him. She said to him that her life was going to be different 
and do the right things.  Anya also had been in trouble many times 
at the orphanage because of slipping away with the boyfriend.  
Please pray for Anya and her two young friends. 
              
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hyward and Zenya 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anya and Galina 
 
Anya is shown here with Galina her younger friend.  There is a third 
girl Anastasia who was part of a threesome.  Anya was looked upon 
as a “role-model” by the younger girls although her behavior was 
inappropriate.  We thank God that Anya welcomed Christ into her 
life to facilitate a healthy change of direction for her. 

 
PRAYERS BY THE KIDS 

 
 
I want Jesus to be the director of this 
orphanage 
 
I want for my sins to be forgiven by God 
 
Lord, please make it so that everything 
become OK  in the name of the Father, 
Son, and the Holy Spirit 
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THE HAITI MISSION     
 
 Les Petits Chanteurs  
“Les Petits Chanteurs” (The Little Singers) are a 30 
voice Boy Choir from Haiti’s Holy Trinity Music 
School in Port au Prince.  This choir is recognized by 
the government of Haiti as the only music school of 
its kind in the country. “Les Petit Chanteurs” first 
toured the US in 1984.  They have performed at the 
Kennedy Center, the Lincoln Center, and in many of 
our large cities with groups such as the Chicago Chil-
dren’s Choir and the Youth Orchestra of the Rockies 
in Ft. Collins, Colorado.  This will be their first visit 
to Atlanta. They will be accompanied by 7 adults 
from Haiti’s only Philharmonic Orchestra. The pri-
mary purpose of their visit is for the young men to 
learn our Southern culture and in return, the choir 
will sing for Atlanta and show us that even though 
Haiti is the poorest country in our Hemisphere, all 
things in Haiti are not bad. 

 
 There will be two free evening concerts open to the  

public.  Our very own Atlanta Boy Choir will partici 
pate in the September 9th concert at 7:00pm at Peach-
tree Christian Church.  Holy Innocents Church will  
host the 7:00pm concert on September 10th. Between 
performances the boys will sing at Holy Innocents 
School and The Lovett School, interact with our chil-
dren by sharing meals, playing soccer, living in our 
homes and seeing Atlanta’s sites.   These boys and 
adults have so little compared to our families.  Their 
entire country lives in a state of poverty far worse 
than any conditions found in the U.S. and without 
any local government or non-profit organizations 
available to provide assistance.  Yet their spirit and 
faith are so strong they want to share it with others. 
 
 The second purpose of the Atlanta visit is to help 
raise money both to sustain the music program in 
Haiti but also to help the non-profit, Mission for Bib-
lical Literacy (1580 Peachtree St. NW, Atlanta, GA 
30329)  build a non-profit children’s clinic in Haiti to 
serve those who can not afford to go elsewhere for 
medical care. 

MBL NEEDS YOUR HELP 
As it has been in Russia and is now taking place in other countries, we are experiencing terribly high costs not 
only for travel, but for supplies, lodging, food and whatever is needed to fulfill our ministry. Prices in Russia 
have shot up on an average of 20% per year since 1997. But the hard part is this: this summer we have experi-
enced a “slow-down” in contributions.  We know that the economy is in a weaker position and that high costs 
for fuel and energy are unsettling and the cause of the decline. Giving from our supporters has slowed down to a 
trickle. 
 
Now, I must  ask again  if you can go the second or third mile to provide another gift to sustain this work. You 
have contributed generously in the past but I still need to ask all of our loyal supporters one more time to help 
raise at least fifteen thousand dollars for the rest of the year.  Our Board is now considering a plan to implement 
in 2009 that will help the Mission for Biblical Literacy. We hope that when this takes place, we will have the 
opportunity to optimize donor gifts and to provide constant and adequate support to our mission workers in the 
field. 
 
But until then, I still need to write letters like this and ask you, our friends of MBL to dig deeper into their God 
given resources so that we can stay faithful to the Lord’s missionary mandate.   Matthew 28:16-20 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

Director Mikail Uvarov with mission team                       John Novikoff and Galina address kids at banquet 
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A 30 voice boy’s choir from Haiti’s Holy Trinity Music School ac-
companied by 7 members of the Haiti Philharmonic Orchestra will 

sing to raise awareness of the rich musical traditions in Haiti and the 
importance of the school in the life of the country. 

They will be joined by the Atlanta Boy Choir . 
 

 Tuesday, September 9, 2008 
7:00 p.m. 

Peachtree Christian Church 
1580 Peachtree Street, NW 

 
 Voluntary contributions will support the choir and the building of a 

Health Clinic in Haiti that will serve thousands of children with 
malnutrition.  For information contact Sally Haas at cat-
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Dear Partner: 
 
What a joy it is to serve our Lord Jesus Christ.  The work here in Nicaragua is exciting to say the least.  
While not everything goes smoothly all of the time, God always works things out for His glory. 
 
 I have said many times there is a real need for Bibles in this part of Nicaragua.  Perhaps one home in 50 will 
have a Bible.  People desire a Bible above all other books.  They realize that it, the Bible, is God’s Word.  
One of the places that the shortage of Bibles is found is among the pastors.  Most of them have a Bible, but 
that is all.  Most of the pastor’s Bibles the pastors have no concordance, dictionary, or other helps.  If you 
would ask a pastor what he would most want, he would most likely say, “a Thompson Chain Bible.”  The 
Thompson Chain Bible is a complete library in itself. 
 
 It has been my pleasure to help organize, help fund a few of the pastors, and attend a seminar on how to use 
the Thompson Chain Bible.  The seminar took place at Iglesia Esmirna, in Ubu Norte, Paiwas, RAAS, Nica-
ragua.  There were more than 60 local pastors in attendance.  We spent over 20 hours in a three-day period 
learning to do studies and build sermons using the Thompson.  It was a great time.  Not only did we learn to 
use the Thompson Chain Bible, but also every participant received his or her own Bible.  The cost was six-
teen dollars for each pastor.  While this was a sacrifice for them, it was a tremendous blessing.  A copy of 
this Bible retails for fifty dollars to ninety dollars.  In addition to the teaching and the Bible, meals were fur-
nished for the students.  In the evenings and at night, we studied and visited before hanging our hammocks in 
the church for a night’s rest.  The seminars are made available by the Thompson Chain Bible organization in 
the USA. 
 
 Theses seminars make it possible for pastors to have adequate tools to teach the Word of God to the people 
in the mountains and rural areas of Nicaragua.  You help make things like this available.  You were there 
with me as an equal partner.  Without your help, this would not have been possible.  Thank you so much for 
all you do for the ministry on the Atlantic coast of Nicaragua.  Your prayers and giving make it possible.  As 
always, I am: 
Amazed by Him  Thom Walker 

Pastor Santos Martinez, from the bush, clutching 
his new Thompson Chain Bible with Professor Cae-
sar about to present his certificate. 

Here are some good rules for Christian behavior 
  
Therefore, each of you must put off falsehood and 
speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all mem-
bers of one body.  “In your anger do not sin”; do not 
let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do 
not give the devil a foothold.  He who has been steal-
ing must steal no longer, but must work, doing some-
thing useful with his own hands, that he may have 
something to share with those in need. 
 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of 
your mouths, but only what is helpful for building oth-
ers up according to their needs, that it may benefit 
those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God  with whom you were sealed for the day of re-
demption.  Get rid of bitterness, rage and anger, brawl-
ing and slander, along with every form of malice.  Be 
kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.   
  Eph 4:25-32 NIV 
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Dear friends, 
 
 Warm greetings from Moscow.  I value your friendship and 
partnership in ministry for my country and wanted to update 
you on some exciting doors God has been opening to help 
orphans in Russia.  
 
Perhaps you know there are at least 750,000 orphans in Rus-
sia. This is a nation within our great nation of hurting little 
people.   I am so happy that the Russian government is now 
encouraging adoptions and foster care by Russian citizens 
and giving stipends to Russians who will do this.   At the 
same time, as you may know, Western adoptions are de-
creasing.   
 
 But who is going to care for these children and open their 
homes to them? I was saddened to see an article in one of 
our newspapers with the title, “How to Make Money on 
Children and Do Something Good.” Of course, people may 
have mixed motives for adoption and foster care.     But it is 
more important than ever that it be God’s people who open 
their hearts and homes to the orphans.  
 
 The greatest problem now is not finances for monthly sup-
port for Christian families (although many are poor). The 
greatest challenge and opportunity is to get the word out to 
the Christians in my country about the orphans. Many sim-
ply don’t know of the great need—or that our government is 
now promoting adoption and foster care.  
 
 We have just prepared a DVD in which two wonderful 
Christian families tell their amazing stories of how God led 

them to adopt. We need to make it possible for hundreds of 
churches and thousands of Christians in Russia to see this 
DVD and know how they can help.  
 
 That is why I am writing you. We need to purchase 30 pro-
jectors that can be used to show this DVD across Russia. It 
will cost $1,500 for each one of them or a total of $45,000.  
                                         IN  JESUS      GALI                                         IN  JESUS      GALI                                         IN  JESUS      GALINANANA   

   

ANNA NERKARARYAN AND GALINA OBROVETS ANNA NERKARARYAN AND GALINA OBROVETS ANNA NERKARARYAN AND GALINA OBROVETS    

AT BREAKFAST IN KOTOVSK, RUSSIA.  AT BREAKFAST IN KOTOVSK, RUSSIA.  AT BREAKFAST IN KOTOVSK, RUSSIA.     

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

IMPORTANT!  PLEASE CIMPORTANT!  PLEASE CIMPORTANT!  PLEASE CALL JOHN  NOVIKOFF (PHONE LISTED ON FRONT ALL JOHN  NOVIKOFF (PHONE LISTED ON FRONT ALL JOHN  NOVIKOFF (PHONE LISTED ON FRONT 

PAGE) FOR SPECIAL INSTRUDCTIONS TO SEND A GIFT TO GALINA.FORPAGE) FOR SPECIAL INSTRUDCTIONS TO SEND A GIFT TO GALINA.FORPAGE) FOR SPECIAL INSTRUDCTIONS TO SEND A GIFT TO GALINA.FOR   

THIS VERY IMPORTANT PROJECT.   PLEASE DOTHIS VERY IMPORTANT PROJECT.   PLEASE DOTHIS VERY IMPORTANT PROJECT.   PLEASE DO NOT SEND GIFT TO MBL! NOT SEND GIFT TO MBL! NOT SEND GIFT TO MBL!   

    Many have asked about the Oyssia (right) who was born 
with a heart problem and who also has clubbed feet. Our 
team learned about Olyssia when we visited Kotovsk last 
year.  Her case was brought to the attention of the organiza-
tion “Child Spring”of Atlanta for possible corrective surgery.  
However, in December 2007 we learned that Olyssia had 
successful heart surgery in Moscow and is scheduled for 
corrective surgery on her feet sometime in the future.  This 
beautiful child caught the attention of many of us who 
yearned to do something for her condition. Olyssia was not 
present during our recent visit.  We missed her very much! 
   

Sherzud gleams as he receives his new clothes, scarf & cap 
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The Mission for Biblical Literacy 
1580 Peachtree St. NE 
Atlanta GA 30309-2435 
 
 
“ Opening the Bible in other lands” 
 
Phone  404 806 1485    cell 912 308 8277 

Please cut along this line>………………………………………………………………………………………< 
 
Dear   John  
 
 
I want to support the work of the Mission for Biblical Literacy in Russia, Armenia, Nicaragua and Haiti. 
Therefore I want to pledge the following contribution to do my part 
 
I am pleased to provide ______$35______$50________$100.______$250_________other_________ 
to support  the  mission  programs of MBL. 
 
  
   All contributions are tax deductible 
 
Name__________________________________  Address__________________________________________ 
 
City________________________State______ZIP___________Email________________________________ 
 
 
Please send your gift to:  The Mission for Biblical Literacy 
    1580 Peachtree St.     
    Atlanta  GA 30309-2435 


