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2006 VBSMISSION TO RUSSIA

Plans are now underway for the short term mission trip to Russia. Tentatively, the dates
for travel will be July 9-24, 2006 and the target mission will be the Dimidovo Orphanage
near Smolensk. Thiswill be the third visit that we will make to that orphanage.

Last summer, Galina Obrovets, our Russian liaison in Moscow recruited eight Russian
workers who teamed up with the Americans. Because we lost two of our American team
members (1 withdrew and 1 had an accident) before arriving at the orphanage, we were
short handed to work with 186 children. However, it proved to be a very uplifting and
challenging experience for all of us. This year, we hope that we can recruit at least 14 of
our own team and pray that Galinawill provide at least 10 worker/translators to join us.

Air fare and visa cost for this trip is estimated to be around $1550. Each team member
must also agree to help raise funds that will be used to cover cost of the mission while we
arein Russia. This will be discussed at our first organizational meeting that will be held
on December 4'" in Savannah at Christ Church or place to TBA immediately after the
10:30 AM worship service. For further information, contact John Novikoff at 912 927
3744 or use the email on the cover of this newsletter.

2006 VBSMISSION TO ARMENIA

Anna Nerkararyan of Moscow, Russia will lead another group to work in the orphanage
located in Vanadzor, Armenia. Tentatively, she will be leaving for Armenia in the
middle of August 2006. Vanadzor is city in the Caucuses Mountains that experienced a
massive earthquake about twenty years ago and still shows substantial damage that has
not yet been repaired.

Anna would like to have some of us join her when she begins her mission. If you had a
chance to read the last MBL Mission Newsdletter, Anna wrote about her spiritua journey
at the orphanage. If room permits, | will place a few of the pictures that she had sent me
under this article.

Figurel Anna's group awaits a Bible story Annademonstratesthe lesson of Jesus- foat washing

Curriculum used by the Russan and Armenian group demonstrated Jesus
teachings of Christ-like serviceto others.



Dear Partner,

The rains are still with us here but the sun shines more now. We still lack about 2 or so
months for the official rainy season to be over. It is extremely humid.

| just returned from a four-day trip into the mountains. | spent more than sixteen hours
onamule. Thetrip entailed crossing alot of streams, going up steep mountains and then
going down on the other side. The mud was sometimes almost up to the belly of the
mules. | saw some realy incredible country. On top of the mountains | could see for
endless miles. The country was so green.

One of the mules on which | rode was so small that my feet almost touched the ground.
That formed a problem fording many of the creeks because the water and mud was
sometimes almost over my boots in the stirrups. Also when the animal is so small, when
it is going down a steep incline it is amost perpendicular to the ground. That can make it
very hard to stay in the saddle. But with the help of my two arms and the help of the
Lord | stayed pui.

We visited two comarcas (villages) named Diamante (over five hours by mule) and El
Virgin (another eleven on a mule to get in and out). Most of the children and young
people in the villages had never seen a gringo. We took in medicine and toothbrushes for
the people. But more importantly we took the love of God and the Jesus Film with us. In
addition to the mules we rode, we also had a pack mule to carry the equipment for the
film. We have a small generator (there is of course no electricity), a projector, CD
player, small amplifier, and a small speaker. We use a bed sheet or a light colored wall
asascreen. One mule can carry al of the equipment.

We showed the Jesus Film three times. Each showing well over one hundred people
came. Over 400 people saw it. The schools where we showed the film were “ packed.” |
could hardly believe that many people could get into a building. Some of the people
walked three hours from their homes to see it. That means that they walked three hours
to the school where the film was shown, watched it for two hours, then walked another
three hours home in the dark through some really hard terrain. Many lives were changed.
Many people accepted the Lord as Savior while others sought a closer walk with Him.
Very few dry eyes could be seen after the film.

It is such a pleasure to serve the Lord and to see hungry people fed ard to see their thirst
for more of God quenched. The people are precious. They share willingly what little
they have. They are so appreciative of everything we do. One man walked about one
and one half miles to give us a gift of alive chicken the morning we left Diamante.

| count it such a blessing to be serving where God has called me. Thank you so much for
al you do for the ministry here on the Atlantic coast of Nicaragua. Your prayers and
your monetary gifts are so appreciated. You are truly equal partners with us. Again



thank you. My prayer isthat God will continue to bless you in everything you do. Please
remember us in your prayers. Amazed by Him Thom

One of the
many
Crossings
we made
to get to
thelittle
comar cas.

Thisisjust apart of thegroup at the showing of the Jesus Film in El Virgin. Many
accepted Jesus astheir Lord and Savior.



GREETINGS FROM THE MOSCOW CENTER OF THE MBL!

Aftertwo monthsof an unusualy warm fall we finaly got some snow and ice. The last weekend of October is sunny and
beautiful. Our hearts are being filled with joy when we think about many blessings we have had recently in our publication ministry
of the Christian women’ s magazine SESTRA and in teaching women how to minister to others.

We rgoice that the journal findsits waysto thehearts of the people who do not know about the Lord. After we published
an inspirationa interview with Miss Universe Oksana Fyodorova in the latest issue of Sestra, we received many good responses from
unbelievers who read our magazine for the first time. They make commentsthat Sestrais not amagazine published for the narrow
circle of believers but something they all might be interested in.

We are happy to have anew member of the editorial board - Dina Lyahova, a Christian journdist. Dina has been our author
for anumber of years, sheis workingon her doctorate thesis and she is especialy interested to make Sestra better understood by
unbelievers. The other Dina shared with us a story that happened some time ago. She gave a copy of Sestrato ayoungman Sergel.
After heread it and discussed it with her he said he was interested to go to church. Soon he came to know Christ as his Savior.

This year we celebrated the fifth anniversary of Sestra. Lyubov Perevoznikova, one of our guests at the celebration, told us
a f ew stories about her friends in Chita(Siberia),to whom she gave Sestra to read. Soon they also were converted. Itis ajoy to hear
such stories

Here is a passage from aletter of Marialvanova, our reader from the town of Gubkin, Belgorod. She writes, “ Thank you
for the wonderful magazine. All my friends and relatives who sharethe reading of Sestrathank you for the interesting articles. |
believe that the Lord will touch many heartswith the help of Sestra’. Another reader, Nelia, from the village of Nizhneye Ozernoye,
the Altay Region, writes that she was encouraged by a publication in Sestrato start a puppet show ministry to children. She writes,
Peace to you. Thank you for the magazine. — It teaches and, explainsalot. | especidly liked an article about Alla Marchenko who
makes puppets. In our village there are no Christian resourcesat al. | need books and curriculums’. We have sent Neliathe necessary
books and contacts so that she would be able to start this ministry. This summer and fal we have planned and organized a series of
one day workshops for women to encourage them in ministry and present the magazine Sestra. One took place in July in Voronezh
(16-hour trip to the South of Moscow) where we had sixty women from various evangelical churches, another took place in October
inone of Moscow' s seminaries. On October 31 we are invited to Krasnoarmeisk, Moscow Region; on November 10-13—to Volsk
and Balakovo,and in November — to Volgograd on the VVolga River. Please pray the Lord blesses the women to be encouraged to
powerfully proclaim the Gospe! to unbelieversthat are many in Russia. Wethank you for making possiblethese events Galina

» .

Figure2 Commandant Kim Kvaz Kuk (L) of the Korean Women's Army visits with Galina at her
office. Kimrepresents a Christian military organization R. Olga handsout the journal Sestra at
the Voronezh conference that was attended by many Christian organizations in Russia.



TheMission for Biblical Literacy would liketo honor all of our friendswho
provided gifts of support during 2004. They arelisted asfollows:

Alexander, Maxine H
Ames, James & Kathryn
Baird, John & Eleanor
Barrett, Alvin & Sally
Bourne, Laurie

Boyle, Nancy & Mac
Boyle, William A.
Bradford, EllisE.
Brinkley, Gary & Virginia
Burris, B.C. & Gayle
Combs, Bert

Cooper, Sidney & Edith
Dantin, Stepen P.

Darnell, Carol I.
Dickinson, Peggy A.
Dickson, Duane

Dotson, Ray & Gloria
Durbin, Billy G.

Durhin, Shirley A.
Eldredge, David & Judy
Evans, Mrs. Janice
Fdligant, J.Daniel

Fedor, Frankie

Fetter, Lawrence & Susie
Fowlder, Bill & Mary
Gignilliat, Heyward & Patricia
Gladden, Carolyn J.
Goble, Helen

Goodman, Kevin & Milda
Grabach, Neal & Ellen

Hampton, Richard & Loretta

Helton, Kenneth

Hewitt, Kennith & Louise
Hite, Mary Anna

Howren, Harry & Rosebud
Hutto, John & Grace Ann
Hyland, Frances M.

JT. Turner Congtruction Co

Johnson, Burnelle B., Dwight
& Marilyn

Johnson, Danidl and K ay
Jones, Anthony & Gwen
Jordan, Sarah (Sally)
Kigtler, Gilbert & Ruth

Koger, Kevin & Susan
Lehr, Lawrence S.

Lillard, James & Gwenera
Loy, Mr. & Mrs. Joe
MacFarlane-Flickinger, Deborah
MacFarlane, Arne & Virginia
Markland, Richard K.
McAdoo, Keitha & Dean
McCormack, Jean & Tom
Merritt, Nellie Sue

Mouchet, Rhett & Carol
Novikoff, John & Margot
Phillips, Donald & Gwendolyn
Price, Daniel & Brooke

Racz, Marie Dubke

Ratchford, JR & Barbara
Roberts, Joseph E.

Roper, Robert & Claire

Samsell, Helen

Samuels, Joe & Helen
Savage, Linda
Schipper, Margaret A.
Sewell, Jeneill
Smith, Bruce

Dorothy, Bob, Jay & Gay
Smith, P.R. or Erlene
Smith, Robert & Joan
Solana, David & Nancy
Steinhauer, William & Virginia
Stetnish, Mr. Julian
Stinson, Mary E.
Tennyson, Beverly
Thomas, Marian S.
Tindal, Mildred
Tolmasov, James A.
Travis, Linda
Troxler, Judith
Tuxhorn, Richard & Barbara
Vickers, Mr. & Mrs. Paul A., Jr.
Waggoner, James Jr.
Waid, Margaret E.
Wantland, Mr. & Mrs. Burdett
Weare, Phyllis
Webb, ruth
Webster, Alex Jr. & Cynthia
Wells, Donna & Mary Fisher
Wolff, Ronald & Elizabeth
Worley, Spencer and Winona
Wright, Saly J.
Wright, Woodven C.
Wytch, Clayette

Zimmerman, Gwendolyn



Giftsthat were donated during 2005 will be acknowledged in the January-February
2005 MBL Missions News.

PARTICIPATING CHURCHES

Christ Church,
Savannah GA First Christian Church New Life Christian Church
Hermiston OR Hutchinson K
Central Christian Church
Columbus GA First Christian Church Riverside Christian Church
Hutchinson KS Sweet Home OR
Eastridge Park Christian Church
Mesquite TX First Christian Church Sandersville Christian Church
Murray KY Sandersville GA
Edmond Trinity Christian Church
Edmond OK Peachtree Christian Church CWF University PI Christian Church
Atlanta GA (reunion) Oklahoma City OK
Frgt Chrigtian Church
Savannah GA Peachtree Christian Church Utica Chrigtian Church
Atlanta GA UticaMS
<> | am pleased to provide $ to support the Mission for

Biblical Literacy in (please check one or more of the following)
____Russia/Armenia Nicaragua |srael.
All contributions are tax deductible.

s __ Tell mehow I can help with a gift to the Mission for Biblical
Literacy through my will.

Name

Address

City State ZIP
Phone FAX E-mail

Send check to: Mission for Biblical Literacy
1580 Peachtree Street NE
Atlanta GA 30309-2435



This weekend, | will join in with the brethren
who will attend the Regional Assembly of
Christian Churches in Georgia. We will
officially install our new Regional Minister
Dr. Ray Miles and pray that God will provide
him with the strength of leadership required
for his office.  With his blessings, we will
continue our work as the church of Jesus
Christ and deal with issues that are pressing
in this region and around the world Yours
truly will be on hand to also place on display,
the work of the Mission for Biblical Literacy.

| cannot help but reflect on what Margot and
| witnessed the other day. Three children,
infants at that, were presented by their
parents for baptism. This was not an adult
baptism but the ritual of baptism as provided
by the Episcopal Church.

While we as Disciples vary in our view of the
ritual of Baptism, one has to be impressed by
the thought that while an infant is marked
with water, the sign of the cross and the
chrism, theinfant is going to need all the help
it can get as it grows up in this world. For
that reason, the liturgy also is addressed to
the parents, the god-parents, and the entire
congregation witnessing this solemn act. In
fact, there is that moment when we who are
witnesses to this event, take the further step of
reciting our baptismal vows so that we can be
in tune to the commitment we made to Jesus
Christ when we also wer e baptized.

We now approach the season of Advent which
begins at about the time you receive this
newsletter. We are called upon as Believersto
bein an expectant posture as we look forward
to the celebration of Christ’s birth. In this
season we are reminded that Christ was
promised to the world, to be the light of the
world, the hope of the world, and the Savior
of the world. And the awesome fact of all of
this is that God made his promise to us
per sonally

The Mission for Biblical Literacy continues to
do nothing more than to get that message out
to those people who at present are without
hope.

Yes we could place a lot of socks and shoes on
the dirty and calloused feet of those kids that
we visit in Russia and in Armenia; we can
give them one to two weeks of our vacation or
leisure time to provide companionship; we
can teach them Bible and help them to
establish a worship life in a unfriendly
environment that they live in, and in those
areas where it is needed, good sanitation and
hygiene can be taught so that intestinal
parasites do not have to make a home in the
belly of young boys and girls;

BUT

After we have visited and left them, it takes a
company of believers to continue praying and
supporting and giving encour agement so that
the efforts of those who have answered the
call will not be wasted.

Dear people, many of you have offered your
supporting love and gifts for a long time. You
have really given until it was painful. You
have stuck with MBL as we had to struggle to
maintain this mission with integrity and
dignity.

| cannot thank you, the backbone of
MBL ,enough for the continuous
prayers, funds, support and
encouragement that you all have
provided for the past 14 years.
Because you are that cloud of
witnesses described in the Epistle to
the Hebrews, | will continue to
provide ministry and the Blessed
Hope to many who need it.

Therefore, as we approach a season where we are called to be grateful for the gifts
of life that we have received, and for the bounty that we have received from the
earth, the sea and the labor s of many, may we also prepare out heartsto receive the
greatest gift that was ever offered to mankind — the salvation of God through Jesus

Christ HisSon. Praisebeto Thee O Lord!

John Novikoff
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