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 IT’S A ROUGH ROAD BUT WE ARE GETTING THERE!  
  
MBL had its Annual Board Meeting on October 12-15, 2008.  I want to 
share with you some of the decisions that have been made so that MBL not 
only will continue its mission journey, but also regain its posture as an 
entity calling churches, pastors, Sunday School teachers and all Believers 
to join the movement to help stamp out Biblical illiteracy! 
 
Hopefully before the Regional Assembly of Christian Churches convene at 
Epworth-by-the-Sea a St. Simon’s Island on November 14, 2008,  Dr. 
Robert Harris will announce the availability of  the revised version of the 
Bible teaching manual, “PEOPLE, PASSAGES, AND PLACES.  The 

manual is in a newer format and is divided into modules so that the study can be made one module at a time.  
More about this will be shared in the next few weeks. But this manual is intended to be a “frontline fighter to 
help stamp out biblical illiteracy! 
 
For the past ten years, MBL has continued its bible education work mostly through short term missions to Rus-
sia, Armenia, Nicaragua and of recent, to Haiti.  These ministries have been very important and have helped us 
to reach both the church and the unchurched in the counties mentioned.  However, the  inception and intent of 
the Mission for Biblical Literacy, earlier known as the Institute for Biblical Literacy was to help STAMP OUT 
BIBLICAL LITERACY, especially in the ranks of those who confessed their Christiana heritage and professed 
to let the Holy Scriptures be their guide in their Christian Walk.       (cont on page 3) 
 

 

Bad News! 
   Recently, several of our major contributors have 
send a letter stating that they no longer can afford to 
provide support to this ministry.  Reason being that 
the recent slide in the economy has affected their pen-
sion plans to the point that they have experienced a 
reduction in the amount of income received.  This has 
been the case with many of my personal friends who 
told me that they have had their pension income 
dropped by 60 percent or more and in some cases 
have lost most of their saving. 

We of the MBL board understand very well what this 
has meant to them and of course, much of their loss is 
reflected in our own revenue.  Nevertheless, while 
income may be cut we must take heart and remember 
that  IT IS THE LORD WHO SUPPLIES ALL OF 
OUR NEEDS! This is the heart of our Christian faith 
and we must rely on the Lord for our resources and 
not on ourselves.  So, the one thing we all can do, 
even when times are tough and even we are down to 
nothing - is to realize that we still have THE TREAS-
URY OF PRAYER.!             Philippians 4:17-19 

CALENDAR 
Oct 13-15         MBL Annual Meeting                                              Atlanta 
Oct 16-2           Conference-Bridges to Spiritual Health                   Moscow 
Nov 4            First Christian Church  Homecoming       Glennville 
Nov 9           Wedding, Andrew Wright/ Tanya Stepuchek          Savannah 
Nov 15-16       GA Regrional Assembly of Christian Churches      St. Simon’s Island 
Nov 19-20       SOMA* Missions training                                        Savannah 
Nov 27            Thanksgiving Day                                                      Everywhere! 
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It has been my pleasure and my privilege to have 
led eight dedicated ladies through the People, 
Passages, & Places booklet over the past year.  
We began last fall after our MBL Annual Meet-
ing.  We stopped prior to Thanksgiving and 
pi9cked back up on it in January.  We met on 
Thursdays each week at the church.  On October 
23, 2008 we completed answering every question 
in the booklet.  It was a real adventure.  Roger 
Carstensen really created a study which required 
more hours of concentrated reading the Word, 
studying the details, and doing research in many 
concordances and map investigations than most 
of us had ever experienced in Bible Study. It was 
an awesome experience. 
 
My next step: to write each church in the Atlanta 
area and inform them of what we have done.  I  
want to invite one representative per church to 
my home to pursue this adventure with us.  I will 
be facilitating and encouraging them to start a 
P,P, & P group at their own church.  I am wait-

ing, however until the new books are published. 
 
I attended the CWF Spring conference in the 
Northwest district last March.  I announced that I 
was going to be doing the Feast of the Scriptures 
using the P,P, & P material beginning in he Fall 
of 2008.  I also mentioned the study at the CWF 
Retreat this past weekend.  I had some folks who 
were interested.  I dared them to contact MBL for 
a set of new books and get a class started.  They 
appeared to be listening!!! Hurrah!!  The Feast of 
Scripture is taking off again!  You preachers need 
to begin writing Volume II !  :> Roger would be 
sooo proud!         Helen 
 

                                             Pictured Participants from left to right:   
        Margie Switzer, Ann Robbins, Helen Chilton, Mavis Benton and Gloria Stanley. 

 
HERE IS HOW IT BEGAN    by Helen Chilton  

 
 
Deuteronomy 6:6  “And 
these words, which I am 
commanding you today, shall 
be on your heart…” 
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MEET OUR NEW BOARD MEMBER 
 
Lawrence Lehr 
Lawrence was born in Manila, Philippines in 1958.  He also had the 
opportunity to spend a year living in Singapore, and later he spent his 
early teens living in Melbourne Australia.   His family returned to the 
United States in late 1971 and lived in New Canaan, CT. 
 
 Since early childhood Lawrence has always had a fascination and apti-
tude for automotive design.   He attended Norwalk State Technical Col-
lege pursuing a degree in Mechanical Engineering and then later at-
tended the University of Hartford, majoring in Business Administration.   
However, he did obtain a degree at this time  

He then worked in the marine industry business, selling hardware and later worked for the exclusive importer 
for Sweden Yachts, in Rowayton CT.   His job assignment was to out-fitting new yachts with rigging and other 
hardware, assisting in sailing demos and work as a sales agent during national boat shows.   He also crewed 
regularly for various owners, sailing competitively in world class offshore and ocean racing events sanctioned 
by the New York and American Yacht Clubs. 
 
After the shake out of the American Yacht industry due to the 15% Luxury Tax, Lawrence then went to work 
in the printing industry and eventually landed a job with the Xerox Corporation supporting supply needs in 
their dealers channels.  While at Xerox, he also became the property manager of an apartment complex in 
Stamford, CT running the operation for the owner for eight years.   He also gained valuable experience working 
for other corporate giants, Philips-Norelco, Coldwell Banker Relocation Services and Scandinavian Marine 
Claims Office, a Norwegian commercial survey and underwriting company. 

Lawrence has always known the Lord since early 
childhood and was baptized by the Holy Spirit while 
living in Stamford.   He then attended St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church in Darien, CT under the stewardship of 
the Rev. Dr. Everett (Terry) Fullam.   St. Paul’s was 
the catalyst and center which the Lord used to begin 
spiritual renewal of the Episcopal Church.    While 
attending St. Paul’s, he came to lead a Christian 20s & 
30s ministry called Young Adults.   It boasted a mem-
bership of 165 members from the New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut, Tri State area.   He served as 
its director for two years. 
 
 In 1994, Lawrence moved to Savannah GA, where he 
and his father setup a invest-it- yourself business, 

training others to manage their stock portfolios with-
out the aid of a broker.   Lawrence left temporarily to 
follow his dream of being a car designer and secured a 
degree in Industrial Design from the prestigious Sa-
vannah College of Art and Design.  After graduation, 
he then went on a mission trip to Russia with Rev. 
John Novikoff and served as John’s computer and 
networking guru. 
 
 Lawrence currently attends Savannah Christian 
Church in Savannah GA, and has served and contin-
ues to serve in leadership positions associated with 
ministries for young adults and singles. 
 
  

(cont from page 1)  IT’S A ROUGH ROAD... 
 
MBL will continue to be a mission minded ministry but will strongly emphasize the teaching and reading of 
the  Holy Scriptures  Please take note of Helen Chilton's accomplishments on page 2.  Since Helen and her 
team completed  studying   PEOPLE, PASSAGES & PLACES, you would think they would say, “Thank God 
we finished the course and we are accomplished!”  Well, not exactly: as Helen has gone on to invite 12 
churches in the Atlanta area to send twelve people who would be interested in a committed study program. 
When finished, they would begin a study program in thie church and out of the twelve who finish, to replicate 
what Helen has done.  For those who knew him, this is what Roger Carstensen sought out to do. Incidently, 
this is the model that Jesus used! 
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FROM SHORT TERM MISSION 
        TO LONG TERM MARRIAGE 
It happened in 2007 when Andrew Craig Wright 
joined our mission to Tambov Russia.  This was 
his first trip to Russia but it was on that trip that 
he met our veteran Russian translator, Tanya 
Stepuchek.  After nearly a year and a half of 
courtship mostly by telephone, the couple were 
married at Christ Church (Anglican) in Savannah 
Georgia  by the Rev Dr. Marc Robertson and Rev 
John Novikoff Sr.  The couple plan to live in 
Savannah, GA. The wedding took place on No-
vember 09, 2009 during the church service, a 
reception followed.  The bride’s mother came to 
the wedding from Russia while an aunt, also Rus-
sian flew in from Portland, OR.  The groom’s 
step father was also in attendance. 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS 

One of the participants on  the Tambov Mission was my 
niece Christine Cole who is from Newberry Park, CA.  
This was Chris’s second mission trip.  Previously she 
had been to the Honduras with the Calvary Community 
Christian Church of 1000 Oaks, CA. 
 
Please pray for Chris as she has been diagnosed with a 
cancerous tumor in her stomach.  She is presently re-
ceiving chemo therapy and has just started radiation 
treatments to shrink the tumor. 
 
Another one of our Mission angels that needs your 
prayers is Tanya Makarenko, wife of Rev Pavel Maker-
enko.  Tanya was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis 
Three years ago.  Pavel, Tanya and their two young chil-
dren are now living in Philadelphia PA.  Needless to say, 
as new arrivals in America, this is quite a hardship for 
them to face.  Hopefully, what medical care that is avail-
able will provide some relief to this family.   

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew C. Wright 

       John with niece Christine at the orphanage at 
Kotovsk, Russia  

                 Tanya Makerenko                                                                                    Rev Pavel Makarenko 
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John Novikoff with Anita Deyneka, President of 
the Russian Ministries/Associates of Wheaton, 
IL  

John Novikoff, Galina Obrovets at a meeting with 
Anita Deyneka (above) 

Behind me you see some of the new tall buildings 
that are being erected in Moscow.  This is  new 
business center. 

GALINA’S REPORT 
Annual Work Report of the Center for Biblical Liter acy 
Moscow, Russia for November 2007-October 2008 
 
For the reported year we set up a few directions and 
goals for our ministry: 
· Ministry of nurturing Christian women and families 
through Bible study 
· Ministry of bringing orphans to faith in Jesus Christ 

· Providing information to churches and individuals 
about the needs of orphans and their great need for being 
adopted. 
· Ministry of bringing the Good News to unbelievers 
of various cultural circles and prisoners. 
· In order to achieve the goals during the reported 
period we worked on the following: 
 
Ministry of nurturing Christian women and families 
through Bible study. Prepared materials for four quar-
terly publications of the Sestra magazine. Distributed 
over 3,000 copies of the magazine to subscribers and 
readers from Baptist, Pentecostal, Lutheran, Methodist 
and Catholic churches. Led nine monthly Scripture based 
workshops for over four hundred women in various cit-
ies and towns (in the Ivanov and Vladimir Regions, 
Moscow, Oktyabrsky, Rybinsk, Rostov Veliky, Dmi-
trov) on marital problems and the means for their solv-
ing, and how to be a wise parent in the contemporary 
world. Prepared a conference for three hundred women 
from all over Russia to be held in Moscow on October 
18, 2008. The conference is called “The Deeds of Faith 
and the Labor of Love” on spreading the Good News 
through social ministry. Topics: “The Importance of 
Spiritual Nurture of Orphans. Helping refugees, orphan-
age graduates, former prisoners, widows, and families 
with handicapped children. Prevention of HIV/AIDS 
Adopting children. School for adopting Parents. 
“Christian Approach to Problems of Drug and Alcohol 
Addiction, organizing self-support groups”, etc. 
 
 Ministry of bringing orphans to faith in Jesus Christ. 
Wrote a five-lesson Bible Study manual to be used in 
bringing orphans to faith in Jesus. Organized and led a 
VBS for handicapped orphans in the own of Kotovsk, 
Tambov Region, in June 2008, with the use of the newly 
written manual.              Cont on page 7 
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SOME HIGHLIGHTS WITH PICTURES FROM THE MBL ANNUAL MEETING 2008 

Missionary Sally Haas holds up an Atlanta newsletter 
clipping reporting her work in Haiti while Board 
Chairman Dean McAdoo reads an additional clip 

Missionary Thom Walker holds up puppets that 
he made while in Nicaragua.  Made from socks 
and other materials.  The puppets are used in his 
ministry to Nicaraguan children. 

Demonstrating how to hold and use the puppets, the 
board follows Thom’s suggestion.  From left to right 
Helen Chilton, Sally Haas, Lawrence  Lehr, Jim  
Collins and Thom Walker.(Bob Harris is not shown . 

The board previews a DVD  of Thom Walker ex-
plaining his ministry. The  video  was taped by 
John Novikoff  and Thom Walker while they were 
on the Escondido River in Nicaragua 

Sally Haas and Lawrence Lehr demonstrate their 
puppets. 

Helen Chilton poses with her puppet  while Dean 
McAdoo ponders the next step of the meeting. 
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SANDERSVILLE VISIT 
 
Memorial Day was a great time for the Novikoffs to 
visit the First Christian Church at Sandersville GA.  It 
so happened that this was also a fellowship meal of 
low country boil-shrimp, corn, sausage, and potatos.   
  Photos 
Left: Ray Dotson speaks with Jean Cummings (seated) 
Bottom left:  John and Margot Novikoff enjoy their 
dinner and fellowship 
 
Bottom right;  Disciples men of the church pour out 
the steaming low country boil 

Cont from p 6 
· Provided information to churches and individuals 
about the needs of orphans and their great need for  
adoption. .In cooperation with the Russian Ministries 
(Association for Spiritual Renewal) started a project 
“Home for Every Orphan in Russia”.  
· Produced a 24-minute film about crucial situation 
of orphans in Russia and their need for family called 
“Orphan and I are God’s Family”. A Ministry of bring-
ing orphans to faith in Jesus Christ.   
· Wrote a five-lesson Bible Study manual to be used 
in bringing orphans to faith in Jesus. Organized and led 
a VBS for handicapped orphans in the own of Kotovsk, 
Tambov Region, in June 2008, with the use of the newly 
written manual.   
· Prepared a library for orphans with Bible based 
materials providing information to churches and indi-
viduals about the needs of orphans and their great need 
for   adoption.  
·  
In cooperation with the Russian Ministries (Association 
for Spiritual Renewal) started a project “Home for 
Every Orphan in Russia”. Produced a 24-minute film 

about crucial situation of orphans in Russia and their 
need for family called “Orphan and I are God’s Fam-
ily”. 
· Ministry of bringing the Good News to unbelievers 
of various cultural circles and prisoners. Distributed 
over a thousand copies of the Sestra magazine to unbe-
lievers during evangelistic meetings on Victory Day (to 
war veterans), prisoners in four prisons in the Russia 
north .  
· Provided the four prisons by their request with the 
manuals published by the Center: “People, Passages and 
Places” and “From Hurting to Healing”. Distributed the 
magazines amongst 
actresses and pro-
ducers dur-
ing two 
Moscow 
Interna-
tional Film 
Festivals.                  
·  
·  
- Galina Obrovets 
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The Mission for Biblical Literacy 
1580 Peachtree St. NE 
Atlanta GA 30309-2435 
 
 
“ Opening the Bible in other lands” 
 
Phone  404 806 1485    cell 912 308 8277 

MBL has been blessed to have many faithful supporters who have continued to provided their gifts in a sacri-
ficial manner.  When the account was reading near ZERO, somehow you all came through and did not allow 
this ministry to die on the vine nor to cut off resources to field workers in Russia, Armenia, Nicaragua nor 
Haiti. 
 
As the President of MBL, I have often felt like I was coming on too strong to raise funds but that is the  
nature of a President’s job– to keep the mission alive and finding the necessary resources needed for our field 
ministries! 
 
Many of you know that we have  the Roger N. Carstensen endowment.  This was a fund started shortly after 
our founder passed away. The Board thought that the fund would grow large enough to eventually spin off 
enough interest to support the salary of those who are called to serve in the leadership of this organization.. 

To date, there is approximately $109,000. thousand 
dollars in that fund.  Whatever interest has been gen-
erated has remained with the fund since its inception.  
But one must realize that this fund has had very few 
gifts sent to it since its beginning. 
 
A few years ago, I had decided that we need to raise 
enough money so that this fund would contain at least 
$1 million dollars.   I think the time has come to start 
a campaign to generate the needed revenue to reach   
 the minimum of 1 million dollars. 

I do need your help on this matter because if we 
achieve this goal, then we will find that the necessary 
operational monies that are needed will be greatly 
provided by interest generated from the million dol-
lars or more. 
 
During this coming Advent season, please be in 
prayer regarding the Roger N. Carstensen Fund. Your 
help is needed.  May I count on you one more time?   
                                  John Novikoff 

                           Give to the   
           Dr. Roger N.CARSTENSEN fund 


