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Lawrence Lehr, top center sits with kids from Dimidova                                          
 
 

Hi Everyone,                 
  
Since I became a board member a year ago, it has 
allowed me to see the administrative aspect this 
ministry.  Later this month as John and I go to At-
lanta for our annual board meeting, we plan to fo-
cus on streamlining the ministry and working on 
ways on how we can begin actively growing our 
base and the reach of the Gospel.   Mind you, we 
are not doing this for our sake.   But rather for our 
Lord Jesus, whom is worthy and whose joy and life 
inside us is incomparable to anything else on earth. 
 
When it came to writing this introduction for the 
newsletter, I asked John for this privilege, because 
I wanted to share with you insights that I see as a 
director.   During my mission with John in 2003, in 
Dimidova, Russia, we had the opportunity of meet-
ing some really wonderful people.    Some of those 

were our Russian brothers and sisters in Christ, namely,  
Galina and her staff, her family and others from their 
church in Moscow.  
 
Others were those whom joined us for this mission...and 
also, the people we where sent out to reach!    
I am referring mostly to the children at the orphanage, 
but also their teachers, the school staff, but also the 
town’s people that came to see us, out of curiosity.   One 
thing that was acutely evident on this trip was how pro-
foundly blessed; we are in America with the modern 
conveniences and luxuries we take for granted everyday.     
 
I am not saying Russia is totally 3rd world, only that in 
some places we went,  you had this feeling as if you 
were looking back in time  - when the clock stopped in 
1917 – because nothing had really changed.    The build-
ing structure and infrastructure that existed in the 1920s 
was still in place. Little or nothing had been modern-
ized, improved or torn down.(All this outside of Mo-
cow’s city limits)    

 
YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE! From time t time there will be someone who has been on a short 
term mission and found themselves deeply touched by what they witnessed while attempting to minister 
to children and adults in another country.   Lawrence Lehr  would like to share how his life  changed 
after a few weeks at an orphanage in Dimidova, Russia.    Lawrence is also an MBL  Board Member. 
and provides computer consultation to our MBL office.       The Editor 

Not long after we had arrived at the Orphanage, the 
Headmaster of the school, Alexander, gave us an un-
scheduled tour of dilapidated building s and equipment 
that was on their wish list of getting repaired or re-
placed.   He really did not need to do this, we could see 
and understand the needs they had. 
 
The children living here, some sent by the State, some 
by their parents whom couldn't afford to take care of 
them, or shouldn't be taking care of them...had virtually 
no material possessions and were accustomed to making 
do with little to nothing.    We were impressed with their 
courage and spirit despite everything else.   Yet one 
treasure they did possess which they had in abun-
dance...were their dreams and (undiscovered) talent!      
   Cont on page 3  
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Dear John  (from Anna Nerkararyan—Armenia  
 
As I was serving the same school in Armavir.I can 
say there was great change in the children. They 
told me that they would be praying more to see 
me  next  year .I hope it was Jesus who talked 
through them. All  senior pupil visit the  church. 
I have been serving for 7 years but this year the 
Apostolic Church tried to interfere with our ser-
vice. But the principal of the school I and decided 
to serve after classes to fulfill Our Father’s 
Will .The children were very happy and we felt 
how the Holy Ghost was helping us . 
 
I asked Lilit (the principal of the school) to keep 
praying for the next year ministry . We want it to 
be  held  in May as we don’t want Lilit to have 
problems with the Apostolic Church.They are 
against the Evangelical Church. 
 
 There were some problems in Shiraz and George’s 
family their father got married and  their mother 
can’t  still take them to Syria, so they were suffer-
ing  from not seeing their mother for a long period 
of time. 
 
There was an extraordinary story connected with 
Teas. He kept bad company and he was made to do 
very awful things. When I arrived there his sister 
told me everything. I wanted to take him to ser-
vice but I should confess I was afraid. The Holy 
Ghost whispered to me that I should take Tigran 
with me to service. So he joined us . It turned out 
that the boys of that school had the same problem 
and they found [identified] common ground with 
him. As a result  he started to serve with this spiri-
tually good teacher and they were eagerly  follow-
i n g  e a c h  w o r d s   . 

These are miracles that only our Heavenly Father 
can work.   Teachers: Gajane, Tigran=Vanadzoric. 
David, Sargis, Anushik, Ani, Svetlana=Zoravanic. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Anna washes feet of child 
 
Reported costs of Anna’s work in Armenia: 
 
1. Shoes - $2016 (1 pair=$21) 2. socks- $144 (1 

pair =$1,5) 3. T-shirt - $192 (1 = $2) 4. sweets- 
$288 (per child= $3) 5. tickets Moscow - Ere-
van-Moskva =$400 6. transport - Yerevan-
Armavir-Yerevan=$178 7. transport (2 teach-
ers) - Vanadzor- Armavir-Vanadzor=$37 8. 
Transport (5 teachers) - Zoravan-Armavir-
Zoravan=$58  
9. Food for teachers=$90 10. The princi-
pal=$200 11. And others =$247                       

  
                                                        Total: $3850 
Thank you for making helping us bring the mes-
sage of Jesus’s love to children who are hurting. 
 
  Anna Nerkararyan 

Your help is needed!  As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, the past three quarters have to 
be the worst record of donations that ML has seen in all of its years of operation.  Undoubtedly 
we are in a recession and in one of the worst economic periods that have been experienced in 
the lives of Christian Americans. Please keep in mind that our work goes on in five countries 
because of volunteer missionaries.  Please send in a check today.  Remember that your gift is 
tax deductible.  
 
This Thanksgiving Holiday is a great way for us to remember to show our gratitude for all that 
God has provided for us. One way is to be sure you are leaving a will for your loved ones and 
for your favorite church or charity.  Don’t forget to include the Mission for Biblical Literacy in 
your will.  If you would like for MBL to help you, please call the MBL office. 
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  Cont.,Lawrence Lehr 
  
It wasn’t long after I got the chance to get to know the Russian people better that I decided that they were not any different 
from us here in the States.   What we call the American Dream, could also be called the Russian dream.   These people were not 
the belligerent, war mongering people depicted by the propaganda posters glorifying Communism.  Rather, they had the dreams 
we share; having a good paying job, an attractive home, a new, luxury car in the driveway, the hope of living in peace and see-
ing their kids grow up to succeed them.     
 
It is because of the needs that I saw in Dimidova, that I told John, I would begin giving my tithes to MBL.   Like many of you, I  
work hard for what I earn and I am thankful for what the Good Lord provides.   It is important to me that what I do provide in 
gifts to the church be spent wisely and effectively.     
 
That said, I can honestly say (even before I became a board member) I am satisfied that my contributions to MBL is making a 
difference in furthering the Lord’s Kingdom   I have no fear that the money I am able to provide this ministry makes its way to 
helping others and getting the Gospel out.    So I would like to encourage you in this area.     
 
Indeed, when you look at Tom Walker's ministry in Nicaragua, it is grossly underfunded.   He has asked us to if we could help 
step up our funding so, he can expand the work he is doing (literally in the middle of nowhere) working with the natives.    
Thus far he has funded most of his ministry himself and it’s a bundle!    The meager funding we do provide Tom is peanuts 
compared to what he is sacrificing.   Of course his reward in heaven will be great.   But, I think we could do better and we 
should do more for him.    
 
ALL of us are partners in this ministry.   Your contributions and mine work toward expanding and securing God’s Kingdom, as 
we were called to do.   Jesus told us that the greater our sacrifice, the greater our reward will be.   Because of this economy, 
which on the outset looks as if it will burden us further, we need to dig in and be steadfast in our faith and commitment to this 
cause.   If we can begin to grow our base again, it will help those like Tom and other missionaries we support to do their job.   
Better if we send even more missionaries into the field to do the hard work.     
 
Therefore, I would like to encourage you in this area and not lose faith in our mission.     
Here is an idea that could help us grow.  When you are finished reading our newsletter, have you ever considered passing it on 
to someone else and asking them to consider joining us?   Sometimes all it takes is a simple invitation.   God Bless and thank 
you for listening.   We covet your prayers for MBL and for the Lord to bless with new soldiers in Christ.    Lawrence Lehr 

Thom Walker, Missionary to Nicaragua 
Hi Partners 
 
We are experiencing one of the wettest Octobers in 
years here on the Atlantic coast of Nicaragua.  It rains 
almost every day.  The roads we travel are extremely 
muddy and many of them wash out and leave it impossi-
ble to go to some of the small schools where we minis-
ter for days.  Though the roads are not the best, we still 
have the panga (our boat) in which to travel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thom persuades a child to swallow parasite eradication 
medication while others wait their tunr in a school-
house. 

 
 
 
We just re-
turned from a 
trip into Pearl 
Lagoon by 
panga to a 
comarca or 
village named 
Kakabila  
                                   
  
Assistant Bros. Henry treats children for head     
  lice. 
with Danny Kirby from Arkansas.  We spent 3 days 
there.  We ministered to both the adults and children.  
We did a children’s program with songs, games, and 
Bible stores.  After the children’s program we did a 
medical clinic.  We gave parasite medicine, washed the 
heads of approximately 125 children with head lice 
shampoo, gave pain medicine (over the counter medi-
cine) to the adults and did general medical help by tend-
ing to skin problems and etc.      
Always Amazed by Him,               Thom Walker 
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 MBL TO MOVE FROM ATLANTA TO  
SAVANNAH  

GEORGIA IN 2010 
The Mission for Biblical Literacy Board of Direc-
tors is deeply appreciative  that our administrative 
functions have been headquartered at the Peachtree 
Christian Church in Atlanta since 1999  thanks to 
the generosity of the Board of Elders and to the 
Pastor Emeritus, Dr. James Collins, and Pastor   
Tom Harris and the Board of the Peachtree Chris-
tian Church.  Now, the time has come for us to 
make a move to the beautiful city of Savannah.  
For the time being, all correspondence will be re-
ceived at the President’s office located in his home 
at 218 Dyches Dr., Savannah.  This location was 
used a few years ago but returned to Atlanta. 
President Novikoff will add to the staff Mrs. Tanya 
Wright who will perform clerical duties and also 
provide secretarial support to the President. 
 
Tanya met her husband Andrew   while he was on 
a short term mission trip to Tambov during the 
summer of 2007.  Tanya had helped our mission 
teams in the past.  The couple married on Novem-
ber 9, 2008 in the city of Savannah and continue to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

live in Savannah.  So the next voice you hear when 
you call MBL should be Tanya’s as she greets you.  
Don’t be disappointed if it is mine.  
 
The new address as found on this publication is:  
 

 
 

THE MISSION FOR BIBLICAL LITERACY 
218 Dyches Drive 

Savannah, Georgia 31406 
Phone and fax 404 806 1485  Cell 912 308 8277 

 
The Mission for Biblical Literacy 
218 Dyches Dr. 
Savannah GA 31406-5760 


