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THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

. With everyone’s pocketbooks getting slimmer, | aroyal to report tha
* all of you have provided the needed resources €wrmission work

abroad. In fact, some of you have gone far alvdvat you have give
in the past. What can | write to offer an adequat@pliment? However, | will praise Hi
who has made all this possible!

As | have reported in an earlier MBL Mission newtge a number of our faithful donars

have had to stop giving due to increased living egswell as reductions in income. | ¢
only indicate my gratitude that they have so failliyf given freely to this mission to ket
this ministry at work in the four countries where winister: Russia, Armenia, Nicarag
and Haiti not to mention our own nation.
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We have also had requests to ministergawvernment and some missionaries have

other areas of need such as Kenya wherebien asked to leave. The situation in Ar

me-

church not only is a victim of violence buiia is also a touchy problem but thanks to

where humanitarian assistance is needed. Ahea Nerkararyan, herself an Armenian

is

pleas for assistance are constant. Last Vleaeping in touch with orphanage directors

Arabic Bibles were also sent to workers wiado are keeping the “doors open” to her.
are ministering to Muslims in various parts of

Africa. Thom Walker indicates that it there is a

As a final reminder, we must not forget tHaervousness” in Nicaragua and as a resu
the work in Russia, Armenia and in Nicaraorking harder to train indigents to take o
gua is not to be taken for granted as the bahnis work “just in case!” And of course, t
ders can close most any day. Already, sonséguation in Haiti where Sally Haas minist
churches in Russia have been closed by this always potentially explosive. Please k

all of them in your prayers. - John Novikoff

ANNOUNCEMENT! CALENDAR IN THIS ISSUE
The Bible study manual, “Peopl¢ GA Men’s retreat Mar 20-22 | Donor list p 2-4
Passages, and Places” written QyMission to Kotovsk July ? TBA | Nicaragua report p>5
Dr. Roger N. Carstensen, has np@eneral Assembly CC July 29-Aug Follow up-Kotovsk p. 6
been re-edited and formatted arjd Letter to John & Margot p.7
is now available. The cost is MBL Annual Mtg TBA In Memoriam p.8
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From page 7 ORPHANS

orphans in Russia. All of a sudden the woman
very nervous, the impression on her face chan

got
ged.

Irina asked her what happened. Valentina shared a

story of her cousin who abandoned her son and
him with her elderly sick father who could hardaké
care of himself and the boy. In two weeks Valen
called Irina and said she had prepared paper
adopting this boy. Irina and Igor invited her teit]
home and showed the film and advised Valentin
get training at school for adoptive parents.

In the end of November the film was shown
Balakirevo, Vladimir Region, in the church for
people. The interim pastor of the church Natalid
adopted one by one four children — brothers and
ters. The church members were very indifferenhto
fact and did not understand why she at all adoffted

Cont on page 6 ORPHANS

left

tina
5 for

a to

in

08

ha
sis

—




- H*

** #+#+ 0/0

i
3 - R
™ +O o °

+

+ ~

—_— ~B O O ~- A —

FRIENDS
10- $99

%

L+t
)+

% /




NICARAGUA REPORTS TO YOU

Taxi service on the Atlantic coast of NicarGUA

School children look over new school supplies

Chris Cole poses with boys at the Kotovsk camp.

Dear Partner:
It seems almost impossible that another year
passed. This past year has seen many ag
plishments in our ministry on the Atlantic coas

has
com-
of

Nicaragua. Thousands of lives have been touched

and changed because of your faithfulness.
have trained 75 people in children’s minis
alone, as well as teaching over 50 pastors
leaders in Bible classes.
over 400 Bibles and treated in excess of 4
people for intestinal parasites. The “Jesus F
has been shown in many communities, and
have seen life-changing results.

We

try
and

We have distribyted

500
Im”
we

In addition to the individual lives we haye

touched, we have had the privilege of helping to
construct a church in the bush and also help to
establish another congregation that is located

deep in the rain forest.
mule for one of the pastors and an outboard m
for the other pastor. This gives them transpg
tion to reach the people in their areas.

We have purchased a

otor
rta-

The Lord has made it possible for us to purchase

land on which a Children’s Ministry and Bih
Institute will be completed in February of 20
This will enable us to help change the lives o
many more for the glory of our Lord. God
been so good to us and has given us favor
the people to whom He has called us.

This has been accomplished because of
faithfulness. You are truly equal partners with
as we travel into this region of Nicaragua. THh
are so many needs, and we covet your pra
now more than ever. The political situation
sometimes shaky at best. We ask you to pra
peace so we can travel into the places to w
God has called us. Together, we can accom
the things to which He has called us.

Thank you so much for your prayers and giv
Your faithfulness is so appreciated. | pray
your continued support for the year 2009.
prayer is that God will continue to bless you
you serve Him. As always | am:

Amazed by Him, Thom Warlk
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FOLLOWING UP ON OUR RECENT MISSION TRIPby Kathy Kabonova

Kathy Kabonova poses with boys from the Kathy and the team from the Russian American
Kotovsk Orphanage Christian University with the kids at Kotovsk

A team of seven young adults went to a K‘gt_estament. Girls got a package of candy bars, aaoy

tovsk special (correction) boarding school with cgmb, woolen socks, winter gloves, a toothbryish,
P 9 toothpaste, a deodorant, women pads, a chopstick,

Christmas program. Two guys Vitya and Kostya e jewelry, tights, and a New Testament. Alsg all

five girls Katya, Anya, 2 Svetas and Ira made dacef . . ehict i i
tive team. Each of them has different gifts and tthiel Ef;ggtn?t white T-shirt with our names and program
great job serving kids using these gifts. Vitya rcho '
nated sports and hardware (sound, video projection . .
. . We were ha to see that kids enjoyed hav-
system), Sveta and Ira coordinated music program, o uch more 5\%} getting presents IJDIZase pray
another Sveta coordinated group games and quite t{%‘? j
i

Anya coordinated crafts and Katya was a programsa‘zla—\t/;?igﬁe kids accept the best present ever gifthef
rector. '

) “ " It was a short trip that lighted both kids’ liv
A three-day program *You Are Not Alone%?d our lives. God sew love, peace and hope inds

had three goals, one for each day. First day we- ; : . L

brated Christmas and explained a true meaningisfcl?ﬁarti' (;’(Qdd '.””ad? |thposs(|jble to bu'lg stroEg m
holiday. Second day kids experienced how preciéﬁ\ﬂtgt ek l‘QiJUSt |n|t rer(]e ays.ﬂOne oy S ﬁr I
they are in God's eyes. Third day kids realizedt tRaVaY to call us twelve hours after we went honéDE
they are important to each other. From Friday ta-Su

day we were with kids from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

~ O
(2]

We worked with twenty children. Two weeRS " "
before we arrived one child was added. His nanfe f€om p. 3 orphans children. After the people i
Kolya. He is crawling on all fours because he cpfg church saw the film they shared how God fv
walk. Kolya is a very kind boy even though he issi touching their hegrts while they were watchln it.
cally struggling a lot. He played ball with us, g I:[hey were especially touched by the words infthe
songs and did the crafts. God helped us to de film “Let's support those who have accepted orp
games so disabled kids could play and enjoy theegfto their homes”. The pastor was crying as fhe
It was so much fun to watch them twisting and mejghurch members were coming up to her askind for
ing balloons, playing games and leaming to redf@giveness for being judgmental and indifferent.
each other no matter what. Kids watched and discifss
one movie and two cartoons: The Chorus, Prin
Egypt, and You Are Special. Every meal they fo
one little present on their tables, for examplgea,

ere are other wonderful stories of how Go
lyiching the hearts. We deeply believe that thisjis
great time of challenge for many people in Russ

pencil, a notebook, and an eraser. hear the word about the orphans’ greatest neefl for
home and how God desires this for them. And ingthe

As a Christmas present boys got a packa éi@(s to come hur_1drecjs, thousam_js believers anfl un-

candy bars, a toy, a comb, a shower gel + sha gefievers in Russia will accept this message ang ac

ggeording to God's will. end
Ne

in 1), woolen socks and winter gloves, shower
bie, a toothbrush, toothpaste, a deodorant and




Dear Margot and John,

We just returned from the 11 AM memorial servicestgrday afternoon (drove down). It was a wondesxéui
vice. The Minister talked about his experiencethw@hristine going down to Honduras and talked altheu
trip to Russia. Derrick gave a very moving tribtaehis mom and Doak got up and told some amudiories

about growing up with Christine. There were mdnrant 250 people at the service, so many people jvere

touched by Christine - friends, people she workéith,wpeople from the church and friends of Derrigko
knew his mom. She was like a mom to all his friend

After the service we all went up to Doak's houseldioch and more reminiscing. | think Fay and Ragre aj

little overwhelmed by all the support from the pkogt the service.
Love, Susan and Walt#ee (Chris’s uncle and aunt)

Galina Obrovets Film “Orphan And | Are God’s Family”

Our important project last year was productiorthef film “Orphan And | Are God’s Family” which tellof the
importance for every orphan to have a loving fam@ynce its production in June 2008 the film hascted
thousands of hearts of believers and unbelieveosigihout Russia.

Geography and figures
The film was being shown for six months to oveb@@eople. Our co-workers and volunteers Irina Kalba,
Michael Pimenov and Natalia Loginova showed thm fih Baptist, Pentecostal, Lutheran, MethodistsByée-|

rian, other evangelical churches and in a few Runs€rthodox churches in the following cities:

The Vladimir Region: Balakirevo, Alexandrov ( pastérom Belarus and Ukrainso participated)

The Ivanovo Region, The Kaluga Region: Dyadkov, dipovo, The Kursk Region: The conference on adlop-

tion; Sunday school teachers of the region, andMbscow Region: Dmitrov, Korolev, Mozhaisk Moscow:

The film was shown to 336 participants presentidgrdgions on the October 18-th conference “Deed

Mercy and Labor of Love”;
2" Baptist Church of Moscow — 400 members.

In the town of Dmitrov, Moscow Region a churchn late fall Irina met in the street with Valerdinher

s of

(pastor Alexander Putevsky) where we showed d#ogiaintance, an unbeliever. They talked for awhile.

film, decided to create a special church commiftee Valentina looked very happy and said that soon {
developing ministry for orphans in their region dod was planning to buy a puppy dog of an expens
work among believers with the call to adoption. éibreed. Irina shared with Valentina what she wasglo

other pastors in the Vladimir Region decided tateunt visiting orphans, showing the film on adoptiordan

their efforts and arrange Christmas celebrationallinalso told her of a difficult life of cont on page 3
orphanages in their region.

Irina Kabanova, our co-worker visited many chusche
with the film, several times she was accompanied by
her husband Igor. Igor shared the film with histdoc

at hospital where he spent a few weeks. It occthatl
the doctor’'s daughter adopted a girl after her hndb
had left her. Six months later this man learneduébo
his ex-wife’s good deed, asked her for forgiveraarss
returned to the family. Igor gave a copy of thenfilo

this family and the husband suggested his wife to
adopt another child. This is a family of unbelieser
This impacted Igor Kabanov so much, that he being
himself an adoptive parent, decided to dedicate- him
self to the adoption ministry.

he
ve

John Novikoff, Galina Obrovets in Moscow 800




The Mission for Biblical Literacy
1580 Peachtree St. NE
Atlanta GA 30309-2435

“Opening the Bible in other lands”
phone 404 806 1485~ww.biblicalliteracy.org
Cell 912 308 8277

Christine Maria Cole (back row left ) posing with kids after presenting personal blankets to each one
at Kotovsk, Russia in 2007.

This was one who brought great happiness and jogcéally to the children of Kotovsk. | refer to mijece
Christine Smith who succumbed to cancer and passed be with the Lord on December 8, 2008. Please
read the report submitted by Mrs. Susan Koerbersistgr-in-law. Susan and her husband Walt attice
memorial service. that was held at the Calvary Camity Church in 1000 Oaks California.




